
Name: ______________________________________        Date:___________________           
Grade 6     Lesson 8 

   
Use the story titled “Science Friction” by David Lubar on pages 222-235 in your student reader 
to answer the questions below.                                                                 
 
Directions  
   Read the story.  Then answer questions 1 and 2. 
 

1. How does the relationship between Amanda and Ellen change? Use two details from the 
story to support your response.  

___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________  
 

2. Why is the title important to the story?  Use two details from the story to support your 
response. 

___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________ 
___________________________________________ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  
 

 
Use the story titled “Science Friction” by David Lubar on pages 222-235 in your student reader 
to answer the question below.                                                                 
 
Directions 
   Read the story.  Then answer question 3. 

 

______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________ 

3.  How does Amanda feel about her science group at the beginning, middle, and end of 

the story? 

 

In your response be sure to  

 explain how does Amanda feel at the beginning, middle, and of the story 

 explain what caused Amanda’s feelings to change 

 use details from the story to support your response 



  
 

 
Exemplary Response - 2 Point 

 
Reading/Writing Standard(s) RL.6.3, W.6.1 
RL.6.3 Describe how a particular story’s or drama’s plot unfolds in a series of episodes as well as 
how the characters respond or change as the plot moves toward a resolution. 
W.6.1 Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence. 
 
Stem Used:  How does the relationship between [character] and [character] change? Use two 
details from the story to support your response. 
         
pp. 222-235 

 
Possible Exemplary Response: 
  At the beginning of the story Amanda refers to Ellen as “Ms. Perfect Ellen,” and Ellen 
thinks Amanda is a slob.  The relationship between Amanda and Ellen changes when the group 
finds out that Ellen has been stashing her bread in Amanda’s room.  It causes Amanda to reveal 
that she has a hard time fitting in and that she is only organized because it helps her study. As 
Amanda begins to understand Ellen, she comes to appreciate her more. By the end of the project 
Amanda realizes that she should try to be a little neater like Ellen.  
 
Possible Details to Include: 
● Other relevant text-based details 
 
Score Points: 
Apply 2 point rubric 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

1. How does the relationship between Amanda and Ellen change? Use two details from 
the story to support your response.  

  
 
  
              



  
 

Exemplary Response - 2 Point 
 

Reading/Writing Standard(s) RL.5.4, W.6.1 
RL.5.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 
figurative language such as metaphors and similes  
 
W.6.1  Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence. 
 
Stem Used:  Why is the title important to the story?  Use two details from the story to support 
your response. 
      
pp.  222-235  

 
Possible Exemplary Response: 
             The title “Science Friction” is important to the story because it shows that the group did 
not get along. One definition of the word “friction” is a conflict between people. The science 
group did not agree on anything, including who should be the leader or what their project should 
be. The group argued for weeks and was unable to agree until they found moldy snacks that they 
had been hiding in Amanda’s room. They turned these moldy snacks into their science project.  
         
Possible Details to Include: 
● At the end of the story, Amanda compares the chemistry of the group to scientific principles 

of chemistry.  It took “high heat and intense pressure’ for the kids to combine into a true 
team.   

● Other relevant text-based details 
 
Score Points: 
Apply 2 point rubric. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Why is the title important to the story?  Use two details from the story to support 

your response.  
   
 
  
              



  
 

 
 
 

Exemplary Response - 4 Point 
 

Reading/Writing Standard(s) RL.6.3, W.6.2, W.6.4 
RL.6.3 Describe how a particular story’s or drama’s plot unfolds in a series of episodes as well as 
how the characters respond or change as the plot moves toward a resolution. 
W.6.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and 
information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content. 
W.6.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style 
are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
 
Stem Used:  How does [character] feel about X at the beginning, middle, and end of the story? 

         
pp. 222-235 
 
Use the story titled “Science Friction” by David Lubar on pages 222-235 in your student reader 
to answer the question below.                                                                 
 
Directions 
   Read the story, then answer question 3. 

 
Possible Exemplary Response: 
  Amanda’s Science teacher assigned groups to complete a project. Amanda is not thrilled 
with the group she has been assigned to.  However, Amanda’s feelings change throughout the 
story, and she learns to appreciate each member of the group for the contributions each brought 
to the project. 
 At the beginning of the story, Amanda thought she was in the worst possible group. She 
compared her group to inert gases that do not combine very easily. Amanda thought Ellen was 
too perfect; Benji, a class clown; and George, always silent.  They argued about everything, 
including who was going to be the leader of the group, where to meet, and what their project 
should be.  

In the middle of the story, certain aspects of the group’s personalities begin to grow on 

3. How does Amanda feel about her science group at the beginning, middle, and end of 

the story? 

 

In your response be sure to  

 explain how Amanda feels at the beginning, middle, and of the story  

 explain what caused Amanda’s feelings to change  

 use details from the story to support your response 



  
 

Amanda.  Even though they irritate her, over time, Amanda begains to recognize and appreciate 
Benji’s sense of humor and George’s quiet, yet thoughtful approach.  Most importantly, Ellen 
reveals that she acts the ways she does because she is insecure and struggles with her studies. 
The turning point is when they are able to agree on a project.  
 At the end of the story, each group member uses his or her talents to bring the project 
together.  George uses his skills to make a beautiful display case. Benji uses his sense of humor 
to write captions that include funny puns, and Ellen uses her beautiful handwriting to make signs 
for the display. Amanda realizes that under the right conditions people who are different can 
work together.  After the project, Amanda invites the group to her house to spend time together. 
 While Amanda was not excited to work with her science group when first assigned, after 
spending weeks together and getting to know her group better, she began to appreciate what 
each person could bring to the project. 
 
Possible Details to Include: 
● Other relevant text-based details 
 
Score Points: 
Apply 4 point rubric 
 
 
 


